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Special Project Coordinator Andrew Baker said the program provides an opportunity
for people to see if the industry will be a place for them to start a career. He
emphasized the program is free to all unemployed residents, regardless of whether
they receive unemployment benefits.

“Virtual Manufacturing is a kind of precursor way for people to explore whether
manufacturing will be a good fit for them,” Baker said. “A lot of people who come
into our training pipeline are career-shifters. ... In many cases, it’s hitting a feeling in
retail or food services that motivates people to look at manufacturing.”

He said this is a unique opportunity because the federal government is funding the
virtual program.

“This is the first time we’ve had a special pot of funding ... specifically dedicated to
putting together this package. This is a part of a statewide effort,” Baker explained.
“That particular pot of money will end Dec. 31.”

Baker added many companies in the industry are struggling to hire new people,
which creates a great opportunity for people to find a high-paying job.
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MassHire Franklin Hampshire Workforce Board’s Executive Director Rebecca Bialecki C s e
said this is a one-time opportunity for people to learn about manufacturing jobs.

Qurfarget is to enrol% 35 participants in Virtual Manufacturing by D§c. 31,” Bialecki Support Local
said. “(The program will) help people discover the many career paths in the .
manufacturing industry and find a niche that fits their skills and interests.” J ournalism
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TURNERS FALLS —
RiverCulture, an organization
with a focus on supporting
Montague’s creative economy,
hopes to uplift local businesses

A large number of Western
Massachusetts elected officials
and institutions are backing a bill
in the State House that would
shore up some of the...
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